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82 T H E CRISIS 

B O O K E R T. W A S H I N G T O N 

THE death o f M r . W a s h -
ing ton m a r k s an e p o c h 
in the h i s t o r y o f 
A m e r i c a . H e w a s the 
greatest N e g r o leader 
s ince F r e d e r i c k D o u g -

lass, and the m o s t d is t inguished man , 
whi te o r black, w h o has c o m e ou t o f the 
Sou th s ince the Civil W a r . H i s f a m e 
was international 
and his influence 
far- reaching. O f 
the g o o d that he 
a c c o m p l i s h e d 
there can be n o 
d o u b t : he direct-
ed the attention 
o f the N e g r o race 
in A m e r i c a to the 
press ing necessi ty 
o f e c o n o m i c de -
v e l o p m e n t ; he 
emphas ized tech-
n i c a 1 educa t ion 
and he d id m u c h 
to pave the w a y 
f o r a n under -
standing be tween 
the whi te a n d 
darker races . 

O n the other 
hand there can be 
n o d o u b t o f M r . 

W a s h i n g t o n ' s mistakes and short c o m -
ings : he never adequate ly g rasped the 
g r o w i n g b o n d o f pol i t ics and indus t ry ; 
he did not unders tand the deeper f o u n -
dat ions o f human training and his basis 
o f better unders tanding be tween whi te 
and b lack w a s f o u n d e d o n caste. 

W e may then gene rous l y and wi th 

deep earnestness lay on the g r ave o f 

B o o k e r T . W a s h i n g t o n tes t imony o f o u r 

thankfulness fo r his undoub ted help in 

the accumula t ion o f N e g r o land and p r o -

per ty , his es tabl ishment o f T u s k e g e e and 

spread ing o f industr ial e d u c a t i o n and his 

c o m p e l l i n g o f the w h i t e sou th to at least 

think o f the N e g r o as a poss ib le m a n . 

O n the o ther hand , in stern jus t i ce , w e 

mus t lay o n the soul o f this man , a h e a v y 

responsib i l i ty f o r the c o n s u m m a t i o n o f 

N e g r o d i s f ranch i sement , the dec l ine o f 

the N e g r o co l l eg e and pub l i c s c h o o l and 

the f irmer es tabl ishment o f c o l o r caste in 

this land. 

W h a t is d o n e is 

d o n e . T h i s is n o 

fit t ime f o r re-

c r i m i n a t i o n o r 

compla in t . G r a v e -

ly and wi th b o w e d 

head let us re-

c e i v e w h a t this 

grea t f igure gave 

o f g o o d , silently 

re jec t ing all else. 

F i r m l y and un-

fa l ter ingly let the 

N e g r o race in 

A m e r i c a , i n 

b l e e d i n g H a y t i 

a n d th roughout 

the w o r l d c lose 

ranks and march 

s teadi ly on , de-

t e r m i n e d a s 

n e v e r b e f o r e to 

w o r k and save 

and endure , but neve r to s w e r v e f r o m 

their grea t g o a l : the r ight to v o t e , the 

r ight to k n o w , and the right t o s tand as 

men a m o n g m e n t h r o u g h o u t the w o r l d . 

It is r u m o r e d that M r . W a s h i n g t o n ' s 

succes so r at T u s k e g e e wi l l b e R o b e r t 

Rus sa M o t o n , C o m m a n d a n t o f Cadets at 

H a m p t o n . I f this p r o v e s true M a j o r 

M o t o n wi l l enter o n his n e w dut ies wi th 

the s y m p a t hy and g o o d wi l l o f his m a n y 

fr iends both b lack and whi te . 


