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82 THE CRISIS

BOOKER T. WASHINGTON
HE death of Mr. Wash-
ington marks an epoch

in the history of
America. He was the
greatest Negro leader

since Frederick Doug-
lass, and the most distinguished man,
white or black, who has come out of the
His fame

South since the Civil War.
was international
and his influence
far-reaching. Of
the good that he
accomplished
there can be no
doubt: he direct-
ed the attention
of the Negrorace
in America to the
pressing necessity
of economic de-
velopment; he
emphasized tech-
nical education
and he did much
to pave the way
for an under-
standing between
the white and
darker races.

On  the other
hand there can be
no doubt of Mr.
Washington’s mistakes and short com-
ings: he never adequately grasped the
growing bond of politics and industry ;
he did not understand the deeper foun-
dations of human training and his basis
of better understanding between white
and black was founded on caste.

We may then generously and with
deep earnestness lay on the grave of
Booker T. Washington testimony of our
thankfulness for his undoubted help in
the accumulation of Negro land and pro-

perty, his establishment of Tuskegee and
spreading of industrial education and his
compelling of the white south to at least
think of the Negro as a possible man.

On the other hand, in stern justice, we
must lay on the soul of this man, a heavy
responsibility for the consummation of
Negro disfranchisement, the decline of
the Negro college and public school and
the firmer establishment of color caste in
this land.

What is done is
done. This is no
fit time for re-
crimination or
complaint. Grave-
ly and with bowed
head let us re-
ceive what this
great figure gave
of good, silently
rejecting all else.
Firmly and un-
falteringly let the
Negro race in
America, in
bleeding Hayti
and throughout
the world close
ranks and march
steadily on, de-
termined as
never before to
work and save
and endure, but never to swerve from
their great goal: the right to vote, the
right to know, and the right to stand as
men among men throughout the world.

It is rumored that Mr. Washington’s
successor at Tuskegee will be Robert
Russa Moton, Commandant of Cadets at
Hampton. If this proves true Major
Moton will enter on his new duties with
the sympathy and good will of his many
friends both black and white.



