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Is it an art form? Is it an
uncontrollable urge? Is it
political? Perhaps perverse?
Healthy? Naughty?

Streaking—the new spring
rite of sprinting in the nude, -
preferably before a big gawk-
ing audience —was praised,
put down and generally laid
bare yesterday in a series
of interviews with psychia-
trists, sociologists and other
educated guessers, including
some streakers.

And even as these experts
expounded their theories,
the phenomenon spread from
the nation’s collegiate cam-
Fuses to shopping centers,
actories, spring-training base-
ball diamonds, the hallowed
halls of the Michigan State
Capitol and on Wall Street.

‘A Form of Assault’

Clad in the latest acces-
sories — sneakers,” neckties,
masks and body paint—
streakers pranced at West !
Point, rode bicycles in Rhode
Island, took to motorcycles -
in Iowa and hopped a fire-
truck in Florida. It was, in
fact, a big day for streakers.

A coterie of devotees at
the State University Center
at New Paltz, N. Y. organized
the New Paltz Intramural
Streaking Club. And at Ford-
ham University, where jay-
birds swung in the trees out-
side a coed dormitory, offi- !
cials pronounced streaking—
and inciting to streaking —
an offense punishable by sus-
pension.

Last night at Colombia, 50
streakers appeared around
11 o'clock, followed by a
band and a crowd of 500
that blocked traffic on
Broadway. There were some
unverified reports of streak-
ers being struck by by-
standers.

Amid the frolicking, there
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emerged some more or less
considered analyses,

“Streaking is a put-on, a
form of assault,” said Mar-
shall McLuhan, the author
and communications theorist
who is director of the Center
for Culture and Technology
at the University of Toronto.
In a telephone interview, he
added:

“It's an art form, of course.
All entertainment has ele-
ments of malice and power
in it. Streaking has a political

point, too. It’s a form of ac-

tivism.” :
Professor McLuhan also
had a linguistic point to

make, noting that streakers
are nude but never naked.
“It's only when you don't
want to be seen that you're
naked,” he said. “A stripper
backstage is naked, but when
she is in front of an audience
she is wearing her public.”

Dr. Robert Michels of the
New York Psychiatric Insti-
tute at the Columbia Pres-
byterian Medical Center, de-
scribed streaking as ‘‘the
defiance of accepted cultural
norms—more naughty than
sexual.”’

“] see it as a continuation
of fads of provocative and
socially amazing behavior,”
Dr. Michels continued, “much
more in line with panty raids,
swallowing goldfish and do-
ing consecutive whatevers. ..
startling and astounding. Dis-
turbing. The inherent mean-
ing is just silly.”

If there is a political point,
he said, it is that young peo-
ple are telling an older and
more powerful generation
that “social customs and
norms are based on arbitrary
rules.”

Energy Crisis Cited

Dr. David Abrahamsen, a
Manhattan psychoanalyst and
the author of 10 books, said
he - thought streakers were
“trying to liberate them-
selves” after a “long winter
without sexual outlets.” Dr.
Abrahamsen also drew a re-
lationship of sorts between
streaking and the energy
crisis.

The gasoline shortage, he
said, has made it more diffi-
cult for youngsters to use
cars parked in shady lanes.

The resulting sexual frustra-
tion, he said, has contributed
to the streaking phenomenon.

‘Dr. Abrahamsen, a Norwe-

gian, also suggested that
streaking might “give a lift
to nudism.”

Dr. Robert J. Lifton, a pro-

fessor of psychiatry at Yale
University, called streaking
a prank in the long colle-
giate tradition—"a challenge
to authority and a mockery
of authority.” But more is
involved, he said, “like sex,
the sexual revolution and so-
cial mores.”
But. Dr. Lifton added,
“there are three things I'm
sure it’s not: It's not a re-
turn to the fifties; it's not a
sign of the corruption of
American morality and it's
not a threat to national
security.”

A Yale streaker, one of
four placed on probation for
a midnight dash with a flam-
ing torch, said it was simply
a prank., “We had no mes-
sage to get across,” he said.
“It’s very important for
everyone to keep a perspec-
tive on the fact that we're
college students and college
students are supposed to
have fun.”

A cadet at the United:

States Military Academy at
West Point, said that he was
one of dozens of streakers
who dashed around the post
in the buff “with the officers
chasing us.”

“We did it to relieve the
monotony,” he said. “Every-
body was hanging out the
windows cheering.”

In other streaking action
yesterday, Mark W. Nunes, a
21-year-old self-styled drifter

from Crow's Landing, Calif,, -

dashed down the center aisle
of the Michigan House of
Representatives at Lansing,
while stunned lawmakers
bolted from their chairs
agape at the figure in boots
and ski mask. He was seized
by a sergeant-at-arms but
was released without charges
after a friend brought his
clothes from the legislative
bathroom.

Wall Street had its first
streaker yesterday, an un-
named 28-year-old bond. bro-
ker without portfolio. He
was said to be an employe
of the First National City
Bank, but he dashed through
Chase Manhattan Plaza.

Basebail games in Miami,
Atlanta and Statesboro, Ga.,
were invaded by seventh-
inning streakers, and a pitch-
er at Jacksonville State in
Alabama said a streaker
ruined his no-hitter by forc-
ing him to serve up a double.

In Deland, Fla.,, 28 men
wearing only towel masks
hopped aboard a fraternity
fire truck and toured the
town. A young man wearing
boots, a bow-tie and a fro-
zen smile introduced streak-
ing to Calgary, in Alberta,
Canada, dashing down the
main thoroughfare when the
temperature was 2 degrees
below zero. Witnesses called
it a numbing performance.

Fifteen students at Michi-
gan State University in East
Lansing staged what they
contended was the first class-
room streak,

A “Streak for Impeach-
ment” had about a dozen par-
ticipants on the Fairleigh-
Dickinson campus in Ruther-
ford, N.J.

A few arrests were made
around the country, but the
police in most instances were
looking the other way. That

was the case at Syracuse

University, where 18-year-
old Rok Sedwin raced about
in sneakers and awristwatch
as 3,000 of his classmates
chanted: “Streak! Streak!
Streak!”

“Today was a good day to
let yourself go,” he said as
he buttoned up his blue
jeans after the romp. “You
feel like a flower taking off
its winter clothes. Deep
down, everybody has the
urge to streak in them.”

| 1

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



