
Given that both suffrage movements were growing, why did
the two movements compete with an argument of which was
deserving of priority, rather than fulfill their own goals in a
non-competitive manner?

Why was Elizabeth Cady Stanton so opposed to the idea of
African American suffrage, given that these men had fewer
rights than women at this point?

If both struggled to gain rights, why would women and black
civil rights leaders not work together instead of debating who
gets what first?

Why was Susan B. Anthony seemingly unresponsive to
Frederick Douglass’s remarks about the hardships of blacks
without enfranchisement given that she often supported the
antislavery movement and was presumably aware of the
difficulties blacks had to endure at the time?



We’re going to make our own revolution because we’re
sick of revolutionary posters which depict straight
he-man types and earth mothers, with guns and babies.
We’re sick of the Panthers lumping us together with the
capitalists in their term of universal contempt—“faggot.”

Martha Shelley, “Gay is Good” (1969)







William Lloyd Garrison







Lucretia Mott





Angelina Grimké



William Blackstone



This last that ‘a wife can bring no action,’ &c. is similar
to the law respecting slaves. A slave cannot bring a suit
against his master, or any other person, for an injury—his
master must bring it. So if any damages are recovered for
an injury committed to a wife, the husband pockets it; in
the case of the slave, the master does the same.

Sarah Grimké



in striving to strike [the slaves’] irons off, we found most
surely that we were manacled ourselves.

Abby Kelley





Abby Kelley



British Antislavery Convention, 1840



Young Elizabeth Cady Stanton



Jane Swisshelm



The convention was not called to discuss the rights of
color; and we think it was altogether irrelevant and
unwise to introduce the question. . . . In a woman’s
rights convention the question of color had no right to a
hearing. One thing at a time! Always do one thing at a
time, and you will get along much faster than by
attempting to do a dozen.

Jane Swisshelm



Frances Ellen Watkins Harper



I do not believe that giving the woman the ballot is
immediately going to cure all the ills of life. I do not
believe that white women are dew-drops just exhaled
from the skies. I think that like men they may be divided
into three classes, the good, the bad, and the indifferent.
. . . I tell you that if there is any class of people who need
to be lifted out of their airy nothings and selfishness, it is
the white women of America.

Frances Ellen Watkins Harper



Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony


